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INTRODUCTION

PUNISHING KILLS
Peoplewho usedrugs needsupport, not punishment

Dozenf "Support.Don'tPunishCampaignstookplaceonthe26thof June 2018in thecountries
of EasternEuropeand CentralAsia. This campaignstandsfor healthand humanrights asthe
basicsof drugpolicy. Activiststookto thestreetdo publicly protestagainsthecruelandsenseless
statepolicy againstpeoplewho usedrugs.This eventis held aroundthe world everyyearand
providesa greatopportunty to drawattentionto this unresolvegroblem!

June 26 is also the International Day Against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking. This
discriminatoryandrepressivdanguagewasinventedat the UN. No wonderit is so, takinginto
accountthe role of the United Nationsin continuing "drug war" aroundthe world while the
methodsof enforcingrepressivalrugpoliciesareeithercowardlyignoredor supportedy various

structuresor agencie®f this organization.

OnthelnternationaDay AgainstDrug Abuseandlllicit Trafficking, alot of countriestalk about
the "contribution" they have madeto the successful'war againstdrugs". In pastyears,some
countrieshavecelebratedhis day by performingpublic executionsor public beatingsof people

who havecommitteddrugrelatedcrimes.

Ontheotherhand,the UN hasselected?6 Juneasthe InternationalDay in Supportof Victims of
Torture,whichis veryironic, becausg@eoplearesubjectedo murder tortureandviolencefor the
sakeof the "war on drugs". Thus, participationin the internationalcampaign"Support.Don't

Punish" is anopportunityto supporttheright humanecomprehensioof thisimportantday.

Thousand®f peoplefrom 205 citiesand93 countrietook partin the campaigriastyear,and220
peopledid it in 2018.

Suchextensiveparticipationof countriesandcitiesin this campaigrshowsusonething - thatwe
all live in aworld wherehundred®f millions of peoplen all partsof theworld takedrugsEVERY
DAY. While druguseitselfis widespread@ndnonviolentthegovernmentprosecut@andPUNISH

thosewho useor possesslrugsfor personaliseascriminals.



The governmentof EasternEuropeand Central Asia offer peoplewho usedrugsnothing but
PERSECUTION VIOLATION OF RIGHTS, PROHIBITION AND RESTRICTIONS,
PUNISHMENT,HUMILIATION, OSTRACISM,DISCRIMINATION AND STIGMA: fromthe
threatof banningopioid substitutiontherapyprogramsin Kazakhstarto wrecking drug policy
reformin Georgiafrom severingdrugpolicy in Lithuaniato bringing theHIV epidemidn Russia

to oneof thefastestgrowingepidemican theworld.

However,it is obviousfor everyonejncluding stateand law enforcementigenciesthat sucha
policy is not effectiveanddoesnot bring anyresultstoday. The only resut this is aggravatiorof
serioussocial and medical problems,overcrowdedprisons,numeroushumanrights violations,
from deathpenaltyandextrajudicialkillings to inhumaneandforcedtreatmentandlots of other

negativeconsequences.

This oppressionof peoplewho usedrugsis evidencedby thousandsf cases:from the most
obvious,whicharecommittedin sightatthestatelevel, to theroutineatrocitiesthatarehappening
on the groundand may not be visible to the public. BUT it's all there- andclearly or secretly

presenin thelife of everypersonwho usesdrugs.

Societyandthe state,obsessedvith drug addiction,aretrying to hide the truth and peoplewho
usedrugs,theywantthemawayi in prisons mentalhospitalsyehabilitationcenterswvhich torture

people But onthedayof theglobalcampaign'Support,don'tpunish"we openlytestify:

PUNISHING KILLS

Criminal recordfor possessionf a smallamountof drugshavealreadycrippledmillions of our
lives; "drug corruption™ in law enforcemat agencieshas already destroyedthe bodies and
institutionsthat should protectthe law and us; the HIV/AIDS epidemicand viral hepatitishas
alreadykilled millions of ourlovedones;sexualviolencecommittedby law enforcemenofficials
anddoctorshas alreadydeprivedus of the ability to live on; billions of dollarsarewastedon the

"war on drugs"insteadof developinghealthcareandeducatiorsystems.

Meanwhile,drug useexistedbefore,still existsandwill remaina reality despiteall thesedrastic

measures!

PUNISHING DOESNOT WORK



The governmenthavewagedthis war with disproportionateunjustandtotally INEFFECTIVE
measure$or toolong. It is nolongerpossibleo turnablind eyeto theobviousfacts- thepunitive
lawsagainstPEOPLEWHO USEDRUGSaredangerousnddestructie.

IT'S TIME FOR SUPPORT,NOT PUNISHMENT!



BELARUS
Minsk

"Your Chance'(PCOO"Tvoy Shans")the organizatiorof opioid substitutiontherapypatientsin

Belarus,took partin the campaign"Support.D o nBu n i Bhémain goal wasto inform the
public thatcriminalizationof peoplewho usedrugssignificantlylimits their accesso prevention,
supportand treatmentservices.The participantsof UNODC training joined the action,among
themweretherepresentativesf variousnongovernmentalorganizationgrom Belarus.

Drug dependencys a diseasewnhich shouldnot be punished,it is necessaryo help peoplein

solving socialand medicalproblems provide support,formulateguidelinesfor healthcaregive

informationaboutpreventionof HIV, viral hepatitis tuberculosisaswell asit's necessaryo help
drug usersreceiveassistancevhich is guaranteedo all citizenswithout exceptionaccordingto

thenationallaw.

VIDEO OF THE ACTION
https://www.facebook.com/TvoiyShans/videos/493487697738469/



https://www.facebook.com/TvoiyShans/videos/493487697738469/




Gomeland Svetlogorsk

Actions in supportof the internationalcampaign”Support.D o n Buhish™ were also held in

GomelandSvetlogorskBelarus.




UZBEKISTAN
Tashkent

An initiative group of outreachworkersworking on Global Fund projectsheld a flash mob in
supportof the "Support. D o n Buhish" campaignin Tashkent,Uzbekistan.Four cars with
"Support.Don't Punish"logos setoff on a journeyto the mountainsat 12 pm. The flash mob
involved not only Global Fund project staff, but also activists from key populations(co -
dependentdependenandPLHIV) - atotal of 20 people.An awarenessessioron the "Support.
D o nRunish"campaignvasheldoutdoors.

The participantsdiscussedhe further strategyof interactionbetweenkey communitiesandnon
governmentabrganizationgroviding HIV preventionandtreatmentservices.The resultwasa
decisiononclosecooperatiobetweertheseorganizationsThiscommonwork shodd bemutually
beneficialfor non-governmentabrganizationsndkey populationsOneof the maindirectionsof
joint activitiesis fighting againststigmaanddiscriminationof drugusersin thesociety.The self

help group for codependenpeopleliving with peoplewho use drugswas also held after the
campaign.
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RUSSIA

Moscow

Andrey Rylkov Foundation(FAR) takespart in the internationalcampaignii S u p P rnt6.t
P u n ifa theéfourth time. The missionof this campaignis to makedrug policy issuesvisible.
Theinitiative callsfor endingthe "war on drugs",which meannly onething, andthatis thewar
againstpeoplewho usedrugs.War, oppressionyiolenced o e svarkl Peopleneedsupport,not
punishmentWe needhumanedrug policy and evidencebasedapproacheso really changethe
situation.

It is with thesethoughtsandwordsthat ARF activistsparticipatein the actioneveryyear.lIt all
startsaweekbeforetheaction,whentheytell the participantduringthe outreachaboutthe unfair
drugpolicy andaskthemto participatein thecampaign.

"If thesewordsfind aresponsen your heartyou canalsojoin this campaignand makea small
contributionto the changeof drugpolicy in our country!™ saysthe call of ARF.
Theactivistsdecidedo changehe dateof theactionto June30this yearbecausét wasSaturday
andwould makeit easierfor thecommunityrepresentativet® participate.

It all startedwith football. Drug usersfrom different districts of Moscow and social workers
gatheredo playin theirownsmallfootballtournamentinderthebanner'Support.Don'tPunish!”.
The hugebannemwith a campaignogo andsloganwasmadeby our socialworker Dima Green,
whois alsoanartist. Theexcitemenbf thegame minorinjuries,rootingfor theteamsjnterfering
peopleonthefield. Despitetheunevenscore?: 6, our friendshipand supportwon.
Thenthenextpartof theeventbeganlt wasa barbecueduringwhichthe participantsook part
in the legal quiz on therights of drugusersanddrug policy. The participantsdebatedhe issues
andagreedhattherewasanurgentneedto changeepressivaliscoursef thecurrentdrugpolicy.
So,here'sour quiz on"Support.Don't Punish"which canbe usedall aroundthe world:
«1.Whendoesthe «Support.D 0 nRunish»campaigrtakeplace?

O 31 December

b. 29 February

c.26June

2. What doesthe phrasé'Support.D o nRunish»meanin Russian?

O Fortheworld revolution!
b. Support.Don't Punish
c. Staycalm,don'tpanic

3. Who doesthe"Support.D o nRunish»meanin Russian?

O Prosecutors



b. Drugusers
c. Criminallords

Discussion:Tell us what you know aboutthis campaignwhat is it dedicatedto, how do you

personallyfeel aboutit?

4. Whatis decriminalization?

O Recognizeghatsomethinghatwaspreviouslyconsidered criminal offenseis now legal
b. Opensaleof drugs
c. Capital amnesty

5. What are the significant, large and particularly large amountsof heroin (accordingto the

Criminal code)?

a.5grams,100grams4 kg 200grams

b.1grams5 grams,10 grams

c.0.5grams,2.5grams,1000grams

Discussion: What is the difference between"decriminalization" and "legalization"? Which

countrieshassuccessfullydecriminalizeddrugs ?Fromyour point of view, do we needreformsin

Russiaaimed at decriminalizing drug use? Tell us about your experience,or your friends'

experiencesssociatedvith the criminalizationof drugs?

6. Whatis "substitutiontherapy"?

O Antiretroviral therapyfor HIV infection

b. Therapywith opioid drugs,prescribedy a doctorto limit streetdruguse
c. Therapyprescribedy the substituteof your chief physician

7. WhatdoesNOT "substitutiontherapy"contributeto?

O Reducingherisk of HIV infection

b. Improvingthequality of life for drugusers

c. Supportingdrugusershealth

d. Earlyretirement

DiscussionWhich countriesallow "substitutiontherapy"?Which countriesdon'tallow to usethis

therapy? (focus on ex-USSR countries).Why is it so? Tell us how you see the future of

"substitutiontherapy'in Russiado you supportits implementatioror not, andif not- why?If ves,

whatpositiveeffectswill it give to the stateandthe programparticipants?

8. In whatotherareasof life do drugusersneedsupportandnot punishment?

(Opendiscussiorfor participants)
9. How do you startadvocacyneasures?
O With bloodrevenge

b. Casedocumentation



c. Applicationto the humanrights court
A lot of different representativesf the communitytook part in the campaign,everyonewas
excitedaboutthefootball, therewerediscussionsindevendisputesBut the mostimportantthing

wasthattherewashopetha onedaydrugpolicy would becomemorehumane.

VIDEO OF THE ACTION
https://youtu.be/OfZUTIPOMtM
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https://youtu.be/OfZUTlP0mtM




Yekaterinburg

"LUNa Social AssistanceCenter"joined the internationalinitiative for humanedrug policy on
June26 in YekaterinburgRussia.Our activistsjoined the «<Support.Don't Punish"campaigno
supportthosewho were subjectedo the cruellestandinhumanetreatmentin our society- the
peoplewho usedrugs.The actionwasheldin threedistrictsof Yekaterinburg.The lawyer of the
Y ekaterinburgBar Associationprovidedfreelegaladviceto drugusersA total of 54 PWUD took
partin the campaigrandreceivedegal assistanceThevolunteerssurveyedhe peoplewho were
passingby and found out whetherthey would agreethat people who use drugs should be
imprisonedfor possessiomf variousillegal substancesAll 15 respondentsaidthatif a person

wasn'tsellingdrugsthathe or sheshouldn'tbeimprisonedbut offeredtreatmeninstead.




Orsk

AlenaAsaevaMobilization Managerfor ENPUD, helda single personprotestin the framework
of "Support.Don't Punish",campaignand stoodwith a posterin front of the symbolof the city,

whichis apopularplaceamongthelocals.

"Any persecutiorof peoplewho usedrugs,is unacceptablandshouldbe punishedregardles®f

theseverityof dependencer otherreasonsvhy we usethesubstancebannechalf acenturyago,”

Alena Asaevabelieves."Everyonebeingof soundmind and memoryunderstoodong agowho

exactlybenefitsfrom prohibitionsandwhatis behindour troubles."




Tolyatti

The nongovernmentalorganization"April" held an action on the day of the international
campaign'Support.D o nRu n i Ehéastiviststook to the streetsandheld postersandleaflets

urging people to call for humane drug policy, effective treatmentand support, ending

discrimination,violence,persecutiorandpunishmenbf peoplewho usedrugs.




Kaliningrad

Theinitiative group”Stanovlenie'ls involvedin the protectionof humanrightsof peoplewho use
drugsanddecidedo heldanactionwithin theframeworkof theinternationakcampaign'Support.
D o nRunish"in Kaliningrad, Russia."Support.Don't Punish"actionis a greatopportunityto
publicly expressour protestagainstthe brutalandsenseleswar againstdrugusers.

10 participantsof the actiongatheredogetherin the city centerto cometo the statenarcology
clinic, wheretheydiscusseavith the doctorsthe importanceof supportingpeoplewho usedrugs,
providing them with uninterruptedand affordabletreatmentas well aslegal supportin courts.
After thatour activistsdistributedthe leafletsand printed materialwith the campaigriogo to the
patientsof the clinic. We also postedstickerswith "Support.Don'tPunish”logo all aroundthe
territory nearby.

After visiting the narcologyhospital,the participantsof the actiongatheredn the office of the
initiative group”Stanovlenie"wheretheinvited specialisheldaseminaonthelegislationrelated

to druguseandthe possibility of alternativepunishmentn theform of compulsorytreatment.
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Saint Petersburg

Theactivistsof theinformal associatioriTrava" decidedo celebrateghe"Support.Don't Punish”
day by conducting a mini-conferencein Saint Petersburg,Russia. They invited speakers
representingrojectsrelatedto the humanizatiorof drug policy. The conferencevasheldin a
speciallocationcalledDiversity House- it is a safeandinclusivespacefreefrom discrimination.
Theeventwasattendedy 6 speakerand48 participantsthe coveragen socialnetworksreached
28600people.

Speaker 1. Marina Akulova from the HumanitarianAction Fundtold the participantsaboutthe
programsthe Fundis currentlyimplementirg which alsoinvolve HIV -positive peoplewho use
drugs.For example the Fund offers medicaland psychologicalcounselingfor clientsandtheir
relatives the serviceson overdosepreventionexchangef syringeson aoneto-onebasis.
Speaker 2. Arkady Chaplygin, co-organizerof the St. PetersburgHemp March and a lawyer,
spokeaboutthe history of the banof marijuanahow repressivegpolicy bringseconomidossego
the state aswell asthe FourthHempMarch,whichwasheldon May 5 2018in St. Petersbuy 6
thereasondor this marchandtheir experience.

Speaker3. Maria Alibegova, translator spokeaboutrepressivedrug policiesandhow theylead
to violation of humanrightsin differentcountriesof theworld. The UN saysthat“the healthand
well-beingof humanity"is the mainreasornto combatdrugs.Meanwhilethe "war againstdrugs"
violatedtherightsto life andhealth therightto afair trial, theright to freedomfrom discrimination
andeventherightsof thechild all overtheworld. How doesit happen?Vhois to blameandwhat
shouldwe do?

Speaker4. GlebPaikachevSecretaryf the Russiar-orumof PeopléWho UseDrugs,presented
a summaryof the report,which the Forumparticipantspreparedor the UN CommitteeAgainst
Torture. The reportdescribescasesof using the withdrawal syndromeby the police to obtain
confessionsilt's a usualpracticeto detaindrug usersfor 30 daysfor drug useor failure to go
throughcompulsorytreatmentwhich is not evenavailablefor drug usersdueto the fact thatthe
hospitalshaveno availablebedsandthatthetreatmenis consideredneffective.
Whatproblemsdo pregnanivomenwho usedrugsfacein healthcardacilities?How is it possible
thatpeoplesufferingfrom drugdependencyndtuberculogs can'treceivetreatmenandjust have
towait for theirdeath™How dorepressivéaws,discriminatorydrugpoliciesof thestateandpublic
stigmatizatiorieaddrugusersto suicide?

Speaker5. AlexanderDelfinov, poet,journalist,civil activist,expet oninternationadrugpolicy,
spoke about the main contradictionsof modern drug policy and the transition from law

enforcemenapproacho socialandmedicalsupport.



Speaker6. Vitaly Esipov,228Projectcoordinator229is anadvocacyotandawebsie providing
essentialnformationandlegaladviceon drugrelatedissuesVitaly sharedheresultsof thefirst
monthafterthebotreleasethemostfrequentlyaskedjuestionsplansfor thefuture,the problems
of drug-activismin Russiaandproposedeveryoneto befriends.

Theorganizersof the mini-conferencenvited the participantgo fill in the feedbackiorms,while
thinking aboutthekeyreformsof drugpolicy in Russiaandwhatactivistscando now, sharewvhat
was benefitingand what causedcorflicting emotionsduring the conferenceThe questionwas:
"What reformswould you introducefirst of all? » Participantsvere askedto namethreeideas.
Theanswersn orderof popularityareasfollows:

Scientific researchand experiments(7 people)

A full-scale study of the effects of substancesand their effects. Encouragingresearchon
substanceshat have beenbannedfor researchfor severaldecadesintroduction of scientific
researclprogramsof psychoactivesubstances.

Conducta few experimentso thatthe prohibition of substancesould be scientificallyjustified.
Selectoneareaandtesthow decriminalizatiorwill work there.

Decriminalization (7 people)

Preparethe groundfor the legalizationof recreationaldrugs. Decriminalizationof marijuana
Lifting the criminal penaltyfor useof anydrugs./ Decriminalizationof everything.Restructure
thearticle228/ 228 Amnesty.

Support (7 people)

Harmreduction rehabilitationandassistancesubstitutiontherapy.

Education (2 people)

Publicationof scientific literatureandinformationon the consequencesf drug use.Awareness
campaigragainstdruguserphobiaanddiscriminationof drugusersProvideawarenessn drugs
in schoolsfor studentsaandadults.

Medical use(2 people)

Proposehe quotaof substances medicalinstitutions.Medicaluseof cannabis.

The participantsalso proposedo regulatethe productionof drugs,transferthe drugtradeto the

areaof responsibilityof the stateandcooperatavith countriessupportinghumanedrugpolicy.

Thequestion'What forms of activismarerelevantnow?got thefollowing answers:
1 Meetingsof activists,rallies, pickets.
1 Educationandawarenessattractingattention distributionof scientificcontent,publicity,

discussiongboutharmandbenefitsof substances.



1 Demonstratingthe ineffectivenessand unprofitable basis of the moderndrug policy:
putting people behind bars for smoking weed is expensive and leads to greater
criminalizationof the society.

1 Artistic interpretation.

Organizechumanitariaraid to drugusersgrassrootsvork "on theground".
Appealagainstregulatorydocumentsincluding thosethat include cannabigo thelist of
narcoticsubstancewithoutanyground.
Thequestion
"What wasthe mostvaluable thing for you in the meeting?" got the following answersfrom
the participants:
"Meetingwith like-mindedwomenandmen,newimportantinformation,therealizationthatthere
arepeoplewho feel that protectingthe rights of femaledrugusersareimportant,the feeling that
we arenot aoneandthere'ssomeoneavho understandss."
"I'm juststartingto getinterestedn thetopic of drugpolicy anddrugculture,sothewholemeeting
andreportswerevery interesting) learnedalot.”
"The publicity of the problem,the desireto undersand,researchandstudytheissue the meeting
wasveryinformative.l would alsolike to highlight the speechhy Gleb Paikachevmeetingwith
Kempmarchorganizersaandthe backgroundnfo on how it waspreparedandthe storyaboutthe
blueandyellow ambuancebuses".
And what causedconflicting emotions?
"The currentsituationin the moderndrug policy in Russiaandin the world, stigmatizationand
marginalizatiorof femaledrugusersdrugrelatedoppressionlack of educatiorandassistancat
thestatelevel."
"Deplorablesituationin manyareaswhich was outlined by the speakersnademe angry. Also
disagreemenwith somecommentatorérom theaudience.”
"Emotional scaremongeringf the problemof rights and freedoms,which createda onesided
vision of the problem: not all drugs are harmlessto society, for example,heroin and heavy
chemicaldrugsthatareaddictiveanddestroythe nervoussystem."
"Informal conferenceon humanizationof drug policy, decriminalizationand harm reduction
programdor peoplewho usedrugs"”.
The participantstook photoswith "Support.Don't Punish”posterscould get a new issueof the

newspapefor drugusers'Shlyapai Boyan"andcommunicateavith experts.

VIDEO OF THE ACTION
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkZaifBJneO3N2WrgoszrBKBCEpJcM52C



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkZaifBJneO3N2WrgoszrBkBCEpJcM52C
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LITHUANIA

Vilnius

In Vilnius, Lithuania,the youth organizationYoungwaveandits supportersyilnius studentgor
freedom,GreenCircle Societyandthe initiative group Two Not One held a seriesof picketsin
supportof thetheinternationalcampaign'Support.Don't Punidh” calling on the stateandsociety

to supportdrugusersandnot punishthem.

As partof the campaigna documentaryilm "Breakingthe taboo"(aboutthe war on drugs)and
thefollow-up discussionwereorganizedn oneof the barsin Vilnius. A lot of youngpeopleand
bravepoliticians gatheredogetherto take anotherimportantste in breakingthe existingdrug
policy taboosin Lithuania.Civil society,which asksquestiongo thosewho hide from thedirect

questionf activists,is the mainforce on movingthis way.

The discussiorwas attendedby the economistand politician Ausra Maldekene Deputy of the
Lithuanian SeimasAusrine Armonayte, Deputy Chairmanof the liberal movementand the
representativef the youthwaveAiste Peroskiteaswell ascivil societyactivists.

"Support.Don't Punish"campaigrcallsto implementpdlicies thatdo notviolate humanrightsbut
protectthe healthof all citizens.Today'spolicy in Lithuaniadiscriminategpeoplewho usedrugs,
expelsthemfrom societyandpersecutethem.By joining thecampaignwe showthatour country
hasa civil socety thatseekgo changehe situation.Criminalizationof drugsshowsthatthereis

agreatlack of knowledgeamongegislatorsanddecisionmakerson thisissue who areoftenvery
reluctantto listento science relying only on their moral assessmentsyhile the entire Western
world is movingtowardsa moreliberal drugpolicy. We arethe younggeneratiorof this country,
andwe still hopeto seemodernandadvanced.ithuania.Therefore we believethatit is time to

speakouderandbolderaboutall the problemghatexistin societytoday,"saidMilda Arlauskaite,

theheadof the YoungWaveorganization.

Drug policy becamemorestringentoverthe pastthreeyearsin Lithuania.Youngpeoplewho use
drugsare an "easyprey" for law enforcementigencies:'We don'twantto seeit in Lithuania.
Moreover thelong-termexperiencef othercountriesshowsthe completeineffectivenessf such
"solutions"ascriminalization.Thelevel of druguseis notdecreasingwhile thedamageo health,

socialcareandecanomy is growing. Reallocatingto the medicalareaonly 10-20% of the funds



currentlyallocatedto "police" operationsagainstteenagersyouth clubsor thosesufferingfrom
drugdependencgouldbring significantbenefitsfor thewhole country,"saidAndrens Ramonas,
Chairmanof the GreenCircle Society.

On June26, the plannedactivities were not limited to young people- activistsalso raisedthe
problemof prisonersvhousedrugs.A groupof OST patientscontactedheDepartmenof prisons,
theMinistry of justiceandthe Ministry of healthof the Republicof Lithuaniaon the procedureof

availability of substitutiontherapyin the penitentiarysystemof the country.

"Until recently,we wereoneof thetwo countriesin the Europeariunion, where,contray to the
lawsof Lithuaniaandpossiblyall possiblegglobalconvention®nhumarrights,peoplewvereforced
to interrupttheir methadoneubstitutiorntherapyin prison.This problemwassolvedthis year,but
the procedurefor providing this treatmentin prisons not only does not comply with the
recommendation®f the World Health Organization,but also significantly differs from the
procedurgrovidedin theusualmedicalinstitutionsof thecountry.Theinitiative group"Two Not
One"madea public video, which explainsthis situation.If the situationdoesnot changein the
nearfuture, we will attractthe attentionof all responsiblenstitutionsto theseand othersimilar

negativeprocesses,SaidAista Petushkaitea memberof the"Young Wave".

Accordingto activists,the biggestabsurdityof repressivalrugpolicy is to punishthe diseasethat
is why it is soimportantto participatein the campaign'Support.Don't Punish" in Lithuania.In

thisregard all the processetaunchedon June26 will be continued.

VIDEO OF THE ACTION
https://www.facebook.com/jaunabanga/vide0s/1939246726088016/
https://www.facebook.com/jaunabanga/videos/1939284002750955/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= oehew8JFml



https://www.facebook.com/jaunabanga/videos/1939246726088016/
https://www.facebook.com/jaunabanga/videos/1939284002750955/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_oehew8JFmI
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Vilnius
The LithuanianorganizationResetasJaunaBanga(Young Wave), a selfgroup of methadone
therapypatients"Two in One"andEHRA help a picketin front of the Departmenbf Prisonsin
Vilnius, Lithuania. The main messagavasto change/ improvethe law on OST in Lithuanian
prisonsaccordingto the scientificdata.
Thecoreof the problemis thatfor manyyearsLithuaniahasremainedneof thetwo Statesn the
EuropearJnion, whereprisonerscould not receivesubstitutiontherapyin prisonsasa treatment
for opioid dependencelt was the only diseasefor which the treatmentguaranteedoy the
Lithuanianlawswasn'tprovidedin prisons.
In fact, it wasa grossviolation of Lithuanianandinternationalaw, which hadlong beenignored
atthestatelevel.
It wasconfirmedin April this yearthatthefailure to providesuchtreatmento prisonerss against
therecommendationsf the World HealthOrganizatiorandthe EuropeariJnion Action Planon
Drugs. Lithuaniaremainsone of the last countriesin Europewhereit is still impossibleto start
opioid substitutiontherapyif a patientis diagnosedvith opioid dependence.
In the absenceof evidencebasedtreatment,drug-dependenprisonershaveto useillicit drugs,
sharesyringeswhich arealsoillegal in prisons Jeadingto the spreadf diseasesuchasHIV and
hepatitisC in detentionfacilities.
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Kaunas

RIGA Support Foundationtogether with the Lithuanian Initiative Group of psychoactive
substancesserdhelda picketwithin the «SupportD o nRurish”campaignn KaunasLithuania.
Activists of the communityof peoplewho usedrugsfrom severalcities of Lithuania- Klaipeda,
Ga r g YithiasiandAlytus, gatheredogetherin thecity of KaunasActivists took to the streets
of Kaunasto publicly protestagainstthe cruel andsenselessationalpolicy againstpeoplewho
usedrugs.Theyhandedut leafletsto passersy (translatednto Lithuanian)andspokeaboutthe

drugpolicy in Lithuania.

VIDEO OFTHE ACTION
https://www.facebook.com/cyf221/videos/627095184323154/?t=115

PHOTOSOF THE ACTION
http://cyf.ncip.org/cyf/galerija/imex.php
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https://www.facebook.com/cyf221/videos/627095184323154/?t=115
http://cyf.no-ip.org/cyf/galerija/index.php




LATVIA
Riga

Theeventto celebraté'Support.Don't Punish"campaignwvasheldin the Cultural CenterKanapes
(Cannabign Latvian)in Riga, Latvia. The eventwasorganizedoy severalpublic organizations:
DIA+LOGS (centerfor supportfor everyoneaffected by HIV/AIDS), HIV.LV Association
HIV.LV andactivistsof the communityof peoplewho usedrugs"Dveri" ("Doors"). The event
includedthe exhibition of the film "Three Hope": aboutDIA + LOGS activists,aswell asa
discussioronthetopicii litsiecessaryo punishdrugusewith criminalp enal t y ? 0
JanisBekmanis Deputy StateSecretaryof the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Astrida Stirna, Chief
Narcologistatthe Ministry of Health,andAgita SeyaBoardMemberof DIA + LOGSparticipated
in thediscussionThediscussiorwasfacilitatedby journalistl. PapardeThe eventwasattended
by the representative®f the Ministry of Health, Riga City Council, the Centerfor Disease
PreventiorandControl,ProbatiorServiceandactivistsof thecommunityof peoplewhousedrugs.
Agita Seyahighlighteda public stereotypaluringthediscussionthatdruguseautomaticallyleads
to crime. In her opinion, peoplewith drug dependencshouldbe treatedand not prosecutedA
criminal shouldbein prison,but a sick personshouldbein hospital."Therewerealwaysgroups
of peoplethat were condemnedy the society. Womenwith black hair were once considered
witches,andburnedat the stake Maybedrugusersshouldnot be punisheceither?"
Shenotedthatin this caseit wasnot aboutsupportingtheillegal drugtrade,but aboutthe way
peoplewith dependencyeretreatedby thescciety. "l would buy acleandrugatthe pharmacyor
grow a bushof marijuanain the gardenwith greatpleasuremyself,» Agita said.

Deputy StateSecretaryof the Ministry of Internal Affairs JanisBekmanisagreedthat sanctions
arenotthesolution.He, however,pointedout thatLatviais not readyto endcriminal prosecution
for druguseyet.ii P e namndatinyinistrativeresponsibilityarenecessarpsad e t e rnotedd.t , 0
BekmanisHe alsoaddedthatthe minimumtermof imprisonment;3 months,is applied aftertwo
administrativepunishmentsUnpaidfines,the costof forensicexaminationaswell asthe costof
alawyermustbepaidby theviolator,andtheystill shouldbe paidafterservingthesentencel-rom
hispointof view, the Latvianlawsarequite humanen relationto druguserswwhencompareavith
practicesof othercountriesHowever the existingnormsof responsibilityandsupportfor people
arenot sufficientlyimplementedn thecountry.

Astrida Stirna, chief narcologistat the Ministry of Health, confirmsthatit's very seldomwhen
compulsorytreatmenis offeredinsteadof criminal punishmentAccordingto herpoint of view,

the assistancshouldbe moreaccessibldor peoplewho wantto recoverfrom drugdependency.



At themoment,mostprogramsareprovidedon afeebasis,andnot everyonevho needshelpcan
afford them.

MadaralLapsaheadof therehahin Liepaja,saysthatformerprisonersftenbecomeheir patients
andmostof themwereimprisonednot only for drug offenseslit wasusuallytheft, burglaryand
othercrimes.Drugsfor thesepeopleis just the usualbackgroundf their life. Theyareforcedto

getinvolvedin trafficking to earnfor a new dose.Currently,specialprogramsarebeingheldin

the Olaine prisonfor convictswho wish to recoverfrom drug addiction,but this programonly

lastsa year,andit is difficult to wait for real resultsin a period of 3 months."We needa drug

policy that is basedon humanrights, health care,accesgo rehabilitationand harm reduction
services,'MadaralLapsasaid.

Thus, the discussiorafter watchingthe film wasvery lively andinteresting.Thereareso many
unresoledissuedn Latviathattherewasnotenoughtiimeto discussall theissuesof drugpolicy,

rehabilitationandprevention As aresult,everyoneagreedhatdecriminalizations necessaryas
well asa broaddiscussiorin societyandthe media. The econanic andlegaldevelopmenof the
Latviansocietyis necessaryyhich meangyreateroleranceowardspeoplewith "other" views.

THE MOVIE «THREEHOPES»
https://www.youtube.com/atch?v=7xPNEQOH7ICY &feature=youtu.be



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xPNEOH7iCY&feature=youtu.be




MOLDOVA
Chi Hi ntu

A seriesof actionswas held in the frameworkof the internationalcampaign"Support.D o n 6 t
Punish"in Chisinau,Moldova. Thegoalwasto attractthe attentionof the generalpublic andput
an endto the punitive drug policy, as a result of which people'shealth, social and economic
developmenaredeterioratinghumarnrightsareviolated. Themainmessag&vas"Criminalization
anddiscriminationof peoplewho usedrugsis extremelyharmful andineffective". The actions
wereinitiated by the communityof peoplewho usedrugsof the Republicof Moldova.

Drug policy canbe humaneandthuseffectiveif peoplearenot punishedThemedicalsystemand
harmreductionprogramsaremoreeffectivein addressingssuegelatedio druguse."We areready
for the intemationalaction"Support.D o nBu n i $Ve leelievethat our statewill changeits
approachn thelegislativearea,andtakefurther stepstowardsa humanedrug policy. Today,the
war on drugshasturnedinto a war againstpeople.Punishmentloesnot work, it only embitters
themandbringsthewhole societyto negativeresults,the activistsstated.

Action 1. Parliament. Moldova Consortium,the Leagueof PLHIV, PulseInitiative Group,
GenderDoaVM, the Partnershigor EqualAccessECUO,UORN, TDV BALTI in the framework
of the internationalcampaign'Support.Don't Punish"andthe nationalcampaign'Togetherfor
life" held an actionin front of the Parliamentof the Republicof Moldova in Chisinau, at the
initiative of the communityof peoplewho usedrugsandotherkey populationsandorganizations
of Moldova. The aim of the actionis to draw the attentionof decisionmakersandthe general
publicto endthe punitivedrugpolicy, which todaynegaively affectshealthcargsociceconomic
developmenandhumanrightsin Moldova, andis oneof the mainbarriersto getaccesgo HIV
preventionservices.

Activists calledon Parliamentindthe Governmento removepolitical, legislativeandideological
barriersand ensurethe right to healthand otherhumanrights for drug users their families and
society,aswell asincreaseublic fundingfor preventionprograms.

Theactivistsaddressetb the Parliamenbf Moldovathefollowing messagesi S u p ipsteadbf
puni shmBah &b iinsteadodit mprni s o i mMe ote e reductionprograms
insteadof a limited numberof placesin OSTp r o g r la@d rmmu fromtall ey the world
call ongovernmentso stopthesenseleswarond r u ¢ 8 qualifyingdrugaddictionasacrime,
the governmentreatescriminal toolsto useagainstp e o pfl Tetbasichumanrightsto health,
life, freedomof choice,movemenandmanyotherthingsarev i o | @& {Se ¢ @on'tptu,ni s h'!
The activistshandedover an appealto the Prime Minister, Mr. PavelPhilip, and the Chair of

ParliamentMr. AndrianKandu,to urgedecisionmakerdo reconsidethelegislativepolicy in the



country,stoppersecutingandpunishingpeoplebecaus®f theirillnessor useof anypsychoactive
substancedpllow the positiveexampleof the EuropearUnion countriesanddrawattentionto the
fact that the Europeancommunity opposesrepressiveapproachesand condemnsall kinds of
discriminationagainstdrug users,asit is contraryto the Europearstandardof democracyand
welfare.

Also the activistsaskedin their appealto organizea governmeninvestigationof violations of
rights of peoplewho usedrugs,sincelnternationahumanrights standardsmposeobligationson
governmentdo promoteand protecttheserights. The activists also called on to promotethe
adoption of guidelinesfor the humanizationof policies for people who use drugs and the
introductionof lawsandpracticeshatpromoterespector rightson a non-discrimindory basis.
Action 2. Embassyof The Republic of Kazakhstan. Activists cameto the ConsulateéSeneralof
theRepublicof Kazakhstann Moldovato supportthe communityof peoplewho usedrugsin this
country,sinceit wason June26 thatthe fate of the substitutiontherapyprogramwasdecidedin
Kazakhstanandthefate of peoplewho usedrugs.Therepresentativef the ConsulateéGeneralbf
Kazakhstanreceiveda letter of supportfor the OST program. Thus, the Moldovan activists
supportedhe appealssignedby 64 organizationgrom all overthe world, aswell asthe heldan

actionto supportopioid substitutiontherapyprogramsn Kazakhstan.
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We decidedto organizean action on the day of the municipal council meetingin order to

personallyask questionsto municipal councilorsin Balti, Moldova, at the initiative of the

communityof peoplewho usedrugsandotherkey populationsandorganizatonsof Moldovasuch
as Moldova Consortium,the Leagueof PLHIV, Pulse Initiative Group, GenderDocM, the

Partnershigor EqualAccessECUO,UORN andTDV BALTI.

Theactivistsaskedthe staff of thecity hall thefollowing question:'In your opinion,dodrugusers
deservegpunishmenbor support? We askedthe citizensthe samequestionin the Centralsquare
of Balti. Its purposewas to draw attentionof the public and local authoritiesto the situation
regardingdrugusersn Balti. All respondentsaidtha drugusersdid notdeserveanypunishment.
No onesaidthatit shouldbe used.Thus,theseanswerslo not confirm the exaggeratedpinion,

thatthe Moldovansocietyis notreadyfor theliberalizationof drugpolicy.

The communityof PWUD in Moldova,togetherwith othergroupsandorganizationsis goingto

continueits work in developingandimplementinga new humanemodel of drug policy, andso

thatoppressiorof peoplewho usedrugscould befinally stoppedWe aregoingto appealto the

EuropearCoutt of HumanRightson all thesessues.
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