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INTRODUCTION

Madnessof repressivedrug policy:
DOING THE SAME ACTIONS HOPING FOR A NEW RESULT

Every year, hundreds of millions of people around the world take drugs. Despite the fact that drug
use is widespread and not related to violence, the main approach on the part of governments arou
the world is to prosecute and punish those whalusgs or keep them for no sale purpose.

Governments and law enforcement agencies still believe that with these repressions, drugs wi
disappear, and with them all their consumers. Every day, in the name of this ILLUSION, millions
of people find themselgein prison and commit numerous crimes in the field of human rights

from inhuman and compulsory treatment to the death penalty and extrajudicial killings.
WHAT IS MADNESS?

Madnessis doing the samething over and over hoping for a new result. «The Ministerial
Declarationon strengtheningour actionsat the national, regional and internationallevels to
accelerateghe implementationof our joint commitmentsto addressand counterthe world drug
problemandfighting it» wasadoptedat the 62ndsessiorof the Commissionon NarcoticDrugs
(CND) in Viennain March 2019.We, ENPUD activists,can'tcall this Declarationin any other
way ratherthanthe DECLARATION OF MADNESS.

TheMinisterial Declarationtakesstockof theimplementatiorof the commitmentsmadeoverthe
pastdecadeto jointly ADDRESSand counterthe world drug problemin the light of the 2019
targetdatesetin the2009UN Political Declarationto Counterthe World Drug Problem.

TheMinisterial Declaratiorstateghefollowing: «WeacknowledgehattangiblePROGRES$as
beenachievedn theimplementatiorof thecommitmentsnadeoverthe pastdecaden addressing
and counteringthe world drug problem,including with regardto animprovedunderstandingf

theproblem thedevelopmentelaboratiorandimplementatiorof nationalstrategiestheenhanced

sharingof information,andthe enhanceaapacityof nationalcompetentwuthorities.»

According to the new Ministerial Declaration,governmentill continueto «<COUNTER»the

world drug problemduringthe next10 years focusingon prosecutiorof peoplewho usedrugs.



WHAT HAS CHANGED OVER THE LAST 10YEARS?

Millions of peoplein the EasternEuropeand CentralAsia (EECA) usedrugseveryyear. This
numberhasincreasedsincethe adoptionof the 2009 Political Declaration.Despitethe fact that
drug useis not associatedvith violence,the main approachof our governmentds criminal
prosecutionand PUNISHMENT of peoplewho usedrugsor thosewho possessirugswithout

intentto sell.

Millions of peoplehavebeenimprisonedoverthe past10 years.Possessionf small amountsof
drugs(in Georgia,KazakhstanLithuania)anddrug use(in Kazakhstanlkraine)areconsidered
asCRIMINAL OFFENCESNowadayspeoplewho inject drugsaccountfor almost50% of all
prisonersn EECA.

Thousand®f humanrights crimesandviolations havebeencommittedagainstpeoplewho use
drugs, ranging from inhumane and compulsory treatmentto extrajudicial killings. «Drug
corruption»in law enforcementlestroyedhe agencieandinstitutionsthatshouldhaveprotected
the citizensandthe law. The HIV/AIDS and hepatitisepidemicshavekilled thousand®f drug
userswho havebeendeniedtreatmentAt the sametime, billions arewastedon «Waron drugs»

in the EECA insteadof fundingthe developmenbf healthcareandeducation.

Moreover,dueto the strengthenedd COUNTERING»of the world drug problemoverthelast10
yearsnewpsychoactivesubstancefNPS)havefloodedtheillegal drugmarketin EECA. Dueto
the emergencef NPS peopleoften do not know what kind of substancehey may buy, which
resultedin the epidemicsof drug intoxication and death.NowadaysNPS are synthesizedt a

recklesgpace while theirimpactonthelives of drugusersin theregioncannotbe predicted.
WHAT DO WE WANT FROM OUR GOVERNMENTS?

The 2019 Ministerial Declarationshowsthat governmentsn EECA still believe thatrepressive
methodsareeffective.However,we cansayfor suretodaythatthe prohibitiveapproactendorsed
by the2019Ministerial Declarationwill only INCREASEthedevastatingmpacton humanrights

andpublic healthin the next 10 years,espedilly it will negativelyaffectthe lives of thousands

peoplewho usedrugs.

In thisregardwe demandceECAgovernmentso assumeesponsibilityfor humarrightsviolations
committedAGAINST PEOPLEwho usedrugs,reviewthe 2019 Ministerial Declarationassoon

aspossibleandstopprosecutingpeoplefor druguseor possessioof drugsfor personalise.



Thegovernmentdavewageda«Warondrugs»for toolong,usingdisproportionatandabsolutely
INEFFECTIVE measureghat comeat a high costfor the citizensof our countries.We canno
longerturn ablind eyeto evidenceof the dangerf punitivedruglaws.

If the governmentsdo not recognizethe incapacityof the Ministerial Declarationas soonas
possible, we, asMEMBERS OF CIVIL SOCIETY, will assumehe responsibilityto becomea
forcethatwill notignorethesituationof theongoing«Warondrugs»andwill continueto counter

therepressivalrugpolicy in EECA.

We call our GOVERNMENTSto END THE «WAR on DRUGS»,thatcomesto the samething
in all countriesthatis, the war againstpeoplewho usedrugs.War, oppressiorandviolenceare

not effective! Drug-relatedproblemsshouldbetreatedoy doctorsandnot by the police.

We call OUR GOVERNMENTSto changetheir attitudetowardsdrug usersandeliminatetheir
prejudicesPEOPLEWHO USE DRUGS shouldbe TREATED AS EQUALS andresponsible

memberof civil societyentitledto everyright andhumandignity.

We call OUR GOVERNMENTS to abandortheinefficientrepressivelrugpolicy. It is necessary
to give priority to DECRIMINALIZING POSSESSIONDF DRUGSwithoutintentto sellandto

abolishanytypesof punishment.

IT'S TIME FOR SUPPORT, NOT PUNISHMENT!



ACTIONS WITHIN THE CAMPAIGN
cSupport. Dondét punishe in

BELARUS

«Legalize Belarus» Minsk

On June 26, Minsk hosted a large music festival for a humane drug policy called «Do not Punish
Festival of personal freedom», which brought togethere than 250 participants. Activists and
musicians spoke about the problems of drug legislation in Belarus, including disproportionately
long prison sentences for substance users.

«If the state, for example, represses the drug user, what benefit daesanygerson get from

it and who generally benefits from it other than a state that makes money from it. Half of the work
of the judicial system: police, etethese are drug cases. Naturally, most of the people who are
being repressed are ordinary comers. Belarus throughout Europe is the headliner for the
brutality of antidrug legislation and drug policies», said Stas Horek, «Legalize Belarus»
coordinator.

In order to express their position regarding personal freedom and the inviolability of a, feuso
groups played on the stage of the «RE: PUBLIC» Minsk club: «Kitchen stuff only»,
¢cMutnaevokaé, c¢lLas Gajnaé and ¢Botanic Proj
to nine years under thearcotio article 328. Today in Belarus aboutéén thousand people are

serving sentences under this article of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus.

DON'T PUNISH!
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«Your chance»: Minsk, Pinsk, BrestGomel, Grodno,

Zhodino, Svetlogorsk, Mogilev, Bobruisk, Vitebsk

In the largestities of the Republic of BelarusMinsk, Pinsk, Brest, Gomel, Grodno, Zhodino,
Svetlogorsk, Mogilev, Bobruisk, Vitebsk, a series of actions was organized by the organization
«Your Chance». The aim of the actions was the mobilization, development afaidgedership,
strengthening local initiatives of the community of patients with OST (opioid substitution therapy)
and people who use drugs.

Important topics of the past actions, which were also heard in cities, were changing the attitude
within the commuity to the possibility of influencing processes affecting its interests, overcoming
drug-phobia and existing stereotypes, protecting health and human rights at the heart of druc
policy, increasing the visibility of women who use drugs, and their spexsalsn

Your <chanceds activists initially planned 1
gl obal campaign ¢Support. Donoét Puni she. T
team members traveled around the regions for informatsordheducational work with people in

the field.

In the process of preparation, activists identified the most active and most problematic regions i
order to cover them with a campaign, identified leaders from the regions and trained them,
coordinated the a&wities of the regions, and received feedback. Whenever possible, they tried in
the regions to inform and attract the medical staff of OST sites.

For a wider involvement in the campaign, «Your Chance» activists agreed on support with patien
organizationsn Belarus: «People PLUS» (organization of people living with HIV), «YANA»
(organization of women living with HIV, lesbian and transgender woméng, Belarusian
Helsinki Committee human rights organization.

June 26 as part of tampaiggtSok plgreoon L3. OSDsites tlO cRiesn |
of Belarus, about 250 people became participants. There were no problems, since preliminary wor
was carried out with the medical staff of these sites.

Based on the results of the campaigns, it can belsatidhe community of people who use drugs
has come together, leaders in the regions have been identified and trained, and women leade
have also come together. There was a lot of information and reposts in social networks about th
preparation and conduot actions in Belarus. Your chance organization has new partnerships in
advocating for the interests and rights of people who use ckBgeplePLUS», «<YANA », The
Belarusian Helsinki Committee and plans for further cooperation. The community saw thre powe
of unity, even more people learned about the campaign and its goals, many of them took part in

for the first time.
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UZBEKISTAN
Tashkent

In Tashkent on June 26, two initiative groups of activists: outreach workers of the Tashkent harm
reduction project and women who udeigsor have experience in drug use, held a flash mob in
support of the«Suppor t . D anmd @discuBsiom thad discussed a further interaction
strategy between key communities. Special attention was paid to the problems of women who us
drugs. One of the main directions of further community actions is the fight against stigma and

discrimination andgtrengthening the role of key groups in decigiggking at the state level.
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RUSSIA

Moscow

June 26, in Moscow on the day of the international campeign p por t . Amd@y Pu
Rylkov Foundatiorhas gathered friends and likeinded people @&he Paper Factory art platform

to discuss drug policy issues in Russia, outline a solution vector and have some fun. The actio
program included speeches by speakers, music, poetry, consultations and the provision of harl
reduction services on the fundissb

The message of the rallyThousands of drug prisoners are behind bars. Those drug users who are
fortunate enough to remain at large are surrounded by stigma and a wall of silence. We want t

destroy it. We want to support, nmiinish»
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Orsk-Orenburg

The purpose of the action in Orenburg and Orsk was to draw attention to the repressive Russia
legislation in relation to people who use drugs, and in particular women. The rallies were dedicate
to the memory of Alena Asaeva, activist okétkurasian Network of People Who Use Drugs
(ENPUD). The task was also set to mobilize activists in Orsk (the birthplace of Alena) by involving
actions in this city in events.

On June 26, actions were held simultaneously in two citi€senburg and Orsk wh the
participation of women activists of the NGO «The Right of Everyone». Activistssimiis with

the |l ogo ¢Support. Donét Punishé and a port
Criminal Court, which sentenced Alena Asaeva for possesdgidrugs, and narcology, where she
underwent compulsory treatment at a memorial place in Orsk («lI love Orsk» stella).

In Orenburg, the rallies took place near the administration building of the Leninsky district, at the
Government House of the Orenburgion, in the Square near the city council. In all places,
activists deployed a rolip with a photo of Alena and the action logo, handing out leaflets on the
streets with the action logo and the requirements of the community of people who use drugs
talking about its significance and the content of the global campaign.

As a result of the rally, new activists from Orsk were attracted, the local community (including
journalists) now knows about this daydyeldin he
Orenburg about 10 years ago). It was possible to reach an agreement with Orsk Narcology o
providing contacts of the NGO «The Right of Everyone» to patients. And the most important thing
IS to devote this day to activist Alena Asaeva, who waseabtigins of the birth of the Eurasian
Network of People Who Use Drugs NBUD) and participated in the preparation and
implementation of the «SuppoR.o n 6 t » Bwoughost the EECA region.
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Kaliningrad

In Kaliningrad, the aim of thaction was to increase the potential and mobilize the commainity
people who use drugs, and improve their access to effective protection and a fair trial.

Activists of the Initiative Group of People Who Use Drud$ie Becoming planned events two
months before the date of the event. Their work is directly related to the protection of human rights
in relation to people who use drugs. One of the areas of activity is the protection and assistance
community representatives duritige investigation and in court.

The position of the activists is that the presence of a social worker in court as a witness in drug
cases is very important and plays a key role during the sentencing. It is important that socia
workers of narcological seices also go to the courts, who can, on behalf of a state institution,
petition the court for alternative punishment, which is not happening at the moment. In this regard
a narcological dispensary was chosen for the action. The target group was actd/idtents.

On June 26, activists ofThe Becoming met in the morning at the office of the partner
organization«YULA », dressed in Ehirts with the logo for the campaiggBu ppor t . C
Punishy, took information material for distribution to people ae street and at the Narcological
Dispensary. The event was agreed with the leadership of the Narcological Dispensary a mont
before the event. After that, the activists met with decismakers, where they were informed
about the goals of the action amil @enderstanding of their role in protecting the rights of people
who use drugsT-shirts with campaign logos were also handed out to friendly doctors.

In addition, activists handed out leaflets to clients in the corridors and waiting for a doctor's
appoinment - 40 leaflets with stickers were distributed, information materials were also
distributed to social workers at the Narcological Dispensary and patients undergoing rehabilitatior
here. Then the activists went to the main street of the city, wheraltwegistributed informational
materials. On the eve of June 25, during outreach work, information materials were distributed tc
patients of the Infectious Diseases Hospital and the Tuberculosis Dispensary.

The next place in the framework of the planneelnts was the Public Chamber of the Kaliningrad
Region, wherdnitiative Groupof People Who Use Drugélhe Becoming took part in a round

table in the form of a joint meeting of the Commission for the Development of NGOs and Social
Entrepreneurship, the Commission for Public Control, interaction with public councils and the
media, as well as the community professioraid activists working to curb the spread of drug
abuse and HIV among people who use drugs.

At the round table there was presented the study «Respecting human and citizen rights in relatic
to people who use drugs» on violation of human rights in relabopeople who use drugs.

Activists of Initiative Group ¥he Becoming» took part in the development of this study. They



also participated in a survey of people who use drugs. After presenting the monitoring results,
lively discussion began. The round&bparticipants agreed that an analysis of the legal support of
people who use drugs by the community will help to reduce their discrimination and improve
access to treatment.

The next day, June 27, a seminar was held, to which a lawyer of internatienehs$ainvited as

a speaker. The title of the seminar is «Legal and social aspects of defense in criminal cases und
Art. 228» (an articlen the Criminal Codelefining responsibility for drug possession in Russia),
the leader of khe Becoming» also paripated in the seminar as a speaker.

As a result of the actions and events, it was possible to draw attention to the barriers to medics
access and effective defense in court available to people who use drugs. The activists managed
arrange a meeting withe leadership of the Narcological Dispensary on a possible solution to the
problems of access to naloxone. It was possible to attract new activists to the Initiative Group, tc

train activists and clients in the legal and social aspects of defense tinvdaiah will be further

disseminated within the community.
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St. Petersburg

In St. Petersburg, activists of the informal associak@rass celebrated the day of the
international campaigRSu p por t . Dawaréness gampaigns The program included the
following activities: educational program on information security and training on stigma;
acquaintance with activists of such activist associations angdjomgrnmental organizations as
«Narcoprosvet, «Anti228», «<Hemp Marcly, «Humanitarian Action, «<Summer228»> and The

Forum of People Who Use Drugs; a lecture hall on problems and assistance to people who us
drugs- and a discussion on the draft drug policy reform.

The patrticipants of the event had thpportunity to get handouts and ask their questions to people
who use drugs, people with addiction, or those who have faced persecutiomnmdeal code

article 228 of the Living Library, where Books are people with unique experiences with
substancesand Readers are viewers asking them questions in a personal conversation. The
participants had 30 minutes to communicate with one Book in the company of four more interestec
Readers. In the first 5 minutes it was possible to leave the circle if the Reddestand that he

was uncomfortable or had expectations of something else. There are no awkward questions at tl
Living Library - you could ask them without hesitation. However, the Book could refuse to answer
if some question is too personal or inapprdptia

For the safety of the participants of the
photos, write audio, tell private stories outside. There was, on the contrary, a place where yol
could take pictures with the posteBuppor t . ana @thers.pTinare vgah also the

opportunity to make a badg®o not take pictures of me







Togliatti

In Togliatti, the norgovernmental organizatiorApril» held a flash mob on the day of the
international campaigeRS u ppor t . B Aativists usedihe symibols of a global campaign

to urge city residents to advocate for humane drug policies, for effective treatment and support
for ending discriminatioand violence, for ending the harassment and punishment of people who
use drugs.

Representatives of the community of people who use drugs, Togliatti posted stlelppsort.

Don 6t »Bruhimsefhon various parts of the body: on the faces, hands, aedksalked

with them around the city. Then, having made a photo with stickers, activists posted them or

various Internet resources.




LITHUANIA

«Two is not oneb: Vilnius

On June 26, in Vilniusactivists of a group of participants in the Offbgram«Two Not One!»
made 8 visits to the city polyclinics. They transmitted letters to the administration of these medical
institutions about the need to increase the number of OST patients in them. As a result of solvin

this problem, the Center for Pendencies could free up space for those people who have been

waiting for them since last August.
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«Young Wave»: Vilnius

In Vilnius, «Young Wave, an organization of youngsersof psychoactive substances, organized
and conducted an information campaign in the media, as part of which it initiated a discussion or
harm reduction in Lithuania. The campaign consisted of several posts on social networks. In thes
publications, activis described the lack of harm reduction services, low coverage of OST
programs for people who use drugs, and the costs of keeping people who use drugs in prisor

instead of financing scientifically sound and effective harm reduction programs in the country

The harms caused by the war on drugs can
no longer be ignored.

It's time to leave behind harmful politics,
ideology and prejudice.
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Kaunas

In Kaunas, the Social Support Center «RK®» andThelnitiative Group ofUsersof Psychoactive
Substances in Lithuania conducted a seriegqationsas a part bthe international campaign
«Support. Do not punish The mainrequirements of the 2019 campaign were the following:

A  Free naloxone is available to everyone wh
A Support, not punishment! (Only psychosoci
A The drug cont rtionhte angreptessivat rieeds td e seformedd o

A People who use psychoactive substances sh
Firststage On June 25, the action was held next to the Kaunas branch of the Republican Addictior
Center, where the OST program works. Its goal is to show the stigmatized attitude of the
Lithuaniansocietytowards people who use psychoactive substances.

Activistsweg e struck by the fact that the center
not photographed and ignored the action. Patients of the center also did not participate in the ever
because they feel sadfigma. The action was held by the new dwedf the center, Dr. Loreta
Stonene, who previously worked at UNODC and various NGOs. Today she uses scientifically
based new treatment methods in the Kaunas department, is always included and is aimed at helpi
every patient who is waiting for help. Asresult, the center gradually ceases to be a place of
punishment and intimidation. Change does not happen in onét daglifficult to break the system

that has been created over the years. Activists believe that even if one person begins to, feel free
such actions are worth it.

Secondstage On June 29, a discussion on drug policy in Lithuania took place Soth@ Support
Center«RIGRA». «<RIGRA» friends and partners from other cities of Lithuania participated in it:
Egidijus (Garggdai ), Dainis (Alytus), Lai mu
others.

A separate topic for discussion and actions of activists in Kaunas on thisaddiie availability

of naloxone. Despite the fact that on December 10, 2018, the Minister of Health of Lithuania
adopted Order No. 2018-¥420, which defines the format for the provision of naloxone in low
threshold programs, nevertheless there arecdlffes for receiving it in harm reduction programs.
Activists sent official letters demanding state power to end the war on people who use drugs an
change drug policies to a system based on human rights. Particular attention should be paid
harm redudbn programs and the unhindered provision of services, and the receipt of preventive
materials.

In a letter to the Ministry of Health, activists demanded that naloxone as a tool to save the lives o

people who use drugs be included in the list of harmatesiu measures that was prepared and



approved by the state system of guaranteed financing. Naloxone should be used as a standard he

reduction tool, like syringes, needles or alcohol wipes. Its price is only 1 euro, and this is the price

of human life.




MOLDOVA

Chisinau-Balti

In Chisinau and BaltiThe Initiative Drug Users Group «Pulse» held a seriestidnsand events

as part of the global campaign ¢Support. Dc
decision makers in Moldova on the criminalization of people who use dragsshould be a start

for considering alternative penalties for the asel possession of any substances for personal
purposes, as well as revising drug policies and laws that provide for different penalties.

At the preparation stage, activists held a group meeting, on which, based on resources, the
determined the activitiesf the event in the framework of the global campai§wu ppor t . C
punish». Pulse received substantial assistance in conducting events from the NGO working in
the area oharm reductior<Youth for the Right to Life, Balti, namely, the opportunitytuse the
premises for group meetings and holding a round table.

First stage Members of the IG«Pulse held an action at the Police Commissariat and at the
Mayor's Office in the city of Balti. The main requirement is the reform of drug policy in Moldova.
During the rally there were reporters to whom the participants were interviewed. The action was
covered in the media.

Secondstage Activists went to Chisinau and held an action near the Parliament of the Republic
of Moldova and handed letterstothe depats cont ai ni ng the communi
policy, decriminalize, and use European standards. All these actions should be carried out on th
basis of the association of Moldova in the EU, taking into account agreements in the framework
of associative membership and international agreements:

1. To review the quantitative indications of drugs in Government Decision No. 79

2. To conduct an audit of the list of narcotic drugs.

3. To exclude from the legislative acts the conceptalefivatives> and«analogues.

4.To develop alternative penalties for drug possession for personal use.

5. To abolish any responsibility for the use of any psychoactive substances and to provide wide
access for people who use drugs to scientifically sound harroti@aprogramsy y y VY

6. When making decisions, ensure the wide participation of the medical and scientific community,
experts, and representatives of the community of people who use drugs.

7. To ensure the wide participation of the medical aswentific community, experts, and
representatives of the community of people who use drugs in denisiking on drug policy.

In addition to the Parliament of Moldova, letters with these requirements were also sent to the

official addresses of key depaents and ministries of the country: the Ministry of Justice, the



Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration, the Ministry of the Interior, and the Prime
Minister.

Third stage. On the same day, activists organized and held a picket at the Eodsessy in
Chisinau in support of AndrYarovyi. A letter was sent to the Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation to the Republic of Moldova requesting the speedy
release of Andr Yarovyi in the territory of the unrecognized Luhansk People's Republic (LPR)
and his rettn to his family, friends and his professional humanitarian activities.

Fourth stageActivists held a round table in Balti. Police officers, representatives of the local Roma
community and local NGOs, medical workers in the field of narcology and infectiizseases
participated in its work. Participants discussed an integrated approach to solving problems
associated with drug use and the provision of various types of assistance in the city.

Actions in the framework of the global campaigB u p p o r t unist madé it posgible to
make the community visible in support of a humane approach to people who use drugs, based ¢
European valueand human rights, which were supported by both the police arst¢hety

Based on the results of the actions andhes/beld, Thelnitiative Group«Pulse> expanded the list

of media partners; mutual understanding has improved with representatives of the local Police
Commissariat, who have invited activists to conduct joint events; representatives of the local Rom:
community expressed their desire to support various community initiatives as volunteers. NGOs
and state medical institutions working in the field of psychosocial support, TB, HIV, hepatitis have
shown interest in further joint work.

A letter from the communitpf people who use drugs, transmitted personally in Chisinau to key
government agencies, should be answered within a month. Activists will use the received answelr

as an advocate tool in their further work on drug policy reform in Moldova.







KAZAKHSTAN
Almaty

In Almaty, the campaign «Support. Do not punish» was aimed at the fact that health and humal
rights should be at the center of drug poli€fe slogan of the campaign in Kazakhsteas
«Access to narcotic substances is a matter of medicine

The purpose fothe events and actions was to draw attention to the consequences of the curren
legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan in relation to people who use drugs, with a focus on
women. To this end, as part of a global campaign, they were aimed at mobiiziogmmunity

to protect their rights and improve the quality of implementatiomaof reductiorprograms, as

well as supporting women who use drugs. This was expressed in two directions of action:

1. Thematic events,-$hirts and postcards with quotesdacampaign slogans aimed at changing
public opinion and attracting the attention of decision makers, deputies, representatives of law
enforcement agencies, representatives of medical institutions to the problems of repressive dru
policies in different dies of Kazakhstan.

2. Photo exhibitionkOrange Morning and a press conference as part of its work.

Long before June 26, an initiative group of people who use drugs united in WhatsApp and
informed the activist community of Kazakhstan about the global ammpSupport Don't
Punish». New activists from all regions of Kazakhstan were involved in the preparation. Stickers
«Support Don’t Punisk and«Justice for Health Health forJustice, leaflets and brochures were
printed. All informational materials werdistributed in the cities @&imaty, Nur-Sultan, Pavlodar,
Temirtau, Karaganda, Ustamenogorsk, Semey, Petropaviovsk, Kyzylorda, Taldykorgan and
others, which conducted flash malrsJune 26

Throughout the whole month, activists held photo sessions in the regions, posted photos on soci
networks or redirected through the WhatsApp gredprm Reduction, which brought together

49 community activists from all over Kazakhstan. Also, in prepanmati f or t he «cz¢
activities, the Kazakhstan Harm Reduction Network was created, which brought together
community activists.

On June 28, thphoto exhibitionOrange Morning opened in Almaty. Participants in the photo
exhibition are women who uskugs and have experience in the use of psychoactive substances,
as well as civic activists. Women who use drugs face serious barriers to accessing social and hea
services in Kazakhstan. Due to stigma and prejudice, they have limited access to appropriat
reproductive health services and supportive, substitution treatment programs. Many survivec

colonies, family breakdowns, loss of health and loved ones.



In the color of protest and in drawing attention to the need to overcome aggressive drug policie:
and steeotypes regarding people who use drugs, these women chose the orange color. At th
opening of thephoto exhibition«Orange Morning, the heroes of the photographs told their
stories, presented arguments against repressive drug policies and the needeioegeality, the
allocation of funds from the state budget for social, medical, legal, information and educational
services for women.

Based on the results of the actions and events within the framework of the global campaigr
«Support Don't Punish the Kazakhstan Harm Reduction Network was able to present itself as
an initiative group that began to work in the field of drug policy at the international and country
levels and talk openly about decriminalization in the country.

There was an active rhiization of the community in Kazakhstan, and people began to learn to
talk about the consequences of punitive drug policy. During the events dedicated3aypert

Don't Punisk campaign, 25 new members joined the WhatsApp gréigrm Reduction and

49 people are actively interacting in the group for this period.
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Ust-Kamenogorsk

On June 26, activists of the Public Foundation «Answer» held a flash mob-iakisthogorsk,

the main message of which is repressive drug policyvie#tes human rights, both men and
women are equally victims.

Also in the city, the staff and clients of the Opioid Substitution Therapy (OST) site conducted a

flash mob «Support is access to substitution therapy programs for everyone who neeasl it!>»

«Access to drugs is a matter of medicine!».




Semey

In Semey, members of the Opioid Substitution Therapy (OST) site held a flash mob called
«Support Don’t Punish» demanding «Opioid substitution therapy for everyone who needs it!!!»
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Temirtau

In the city of Temirtau, the public association «My House» held a flash mob «We are against
punishment! We are for th@iority of maintaining human health».

Also, employees of the Public Charitable Fund «Shapagat» took part in the global campaigr
«Support Don't Punish» in the form of a flash mob «We are not for the punishment of consumptior
- justice is on the side of ment!»

Employees of the organization «Trust» also joined the flash mob with the message «Harm

reduction programs for all who need it!»
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ESTONIA

Tallinn

I n Tallinn, as part of t he i nternational
Community of People Using Psychotropic Substances (LUNEST) held an action in Tammsaare
Metropolitan Park. Despite the fact that Estonia uses European standards ipl¢ngeintation of
programs for the prevention and treatment of drug dependence, people with problematic drug us
continue to be discriminated against and criminalized. That is why the main slogan of the campaigt
in Estonia was «Drug use is the competenadocfors, not the police».

The action was attended by several dozen people, some activists came with their children. The
had banners in their hands that emphasized the existence of discrimination against drug addicts
Estonian society.

Ayearago,asihiar campaign in the framework of th
held on the Freedom Square in the capital. Then the activists called on the Estonian authorities 1
ensure the availability of naloxone in the free market. The situation with thiakaig of
naloxone for the year has not changed. In addition, on the day of sthuhke 26- the Estonian
parliament was on vacation, and LUNEST intends to return to this topic on August 31. A new
action is planned on International Overdose Awarebeags In addition, naloxone does not always
help - in Estonia such drugs are also common against which naloxone is powerless. Therefore
three main problems were highlighted at the current rally.

The first is deportation. She refers to people with Russieemship who were born and raised in
Estonia. If such a person is a drug addict and has been punished by a court for drug crime, he ¢
be deported from Estonia to Russia without the right to return for up to ten years. But such a persa
remains in Estaa all social connections, children, parents. And in Russia drug treatment programs
differ from Estonian ones, which can have a detrimental effect on the health of the deported dru
user.

The second message of the action is to require the state to leavevai ng wage on
account. This will be useful not only for drug users, but also for those residents of Estonia wha
have debts and problems with bailiffs. Accounts, it happens, are arrested «at zero». LUNEST
encouraged decision makers to considerending the regulation on recovering funds from a
debtor. It is necessary to introduce a ban on the recovery of the subsistence minimum determine
by the state. Excessively high amounts of fines for drug use drive people into a «bag» from whict
it is difficult to get out. The number of fines negates the whole idda@fminalization, which is

just beginning to emerge in our country.



Lack of livelihood provokes crimes. Stigma and discrimination against people with problematic
drug use by the populatipgovernment agencies, medical institutions, social services, employees
of service organizations, marginalization of drug users has disastrous social consequences. Th
contributes to the vulnerability and social exclusion of people who use drugs. lihisiteads to
self-stigmatization, reduces the ability of people to contribute to the life of society and the state.
And the third message is to urge the Estonian authorities to understand that drug users are a fie
of activity for doctors, not police fifers. For example, today LUNEST implements the SUTIK
program, during which, instead of imposing fines and imprisonment, they look for the reasons for
human use of drugs and try to solve their problems.

LUNEST activists have also expressed support andssay for women who use drugs and their
efforts to end the drug war, which contribute to violence against women, endanger their health an
increase drugelated risks for women. For those who wanted to draw attention to the problems
and needs of women whuse drugs, activists suggested joining the rally and wearing orange in
their clothes, such as neckerchiefs. The orange color symbolizes support for women who use drug

and are even more vulnerable and condemned by the public than men.
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GEORGIA
Thilisi

As part of the gl obal campaign ¢Support. D c
Lokomotiv stadium with the support of the Thilisi Football Federation and the Georgian Network
of People Who Use Drugs for Humane Politics (B&ND) held a futsal tournament.

The participating teams were represented by various community and civic organizations, anc
teams were formed within government structures. The following-football teams participated

in the tournament: Thilisi City Hall; Gilisi City Council; Center for Mental Health and Addiction
Prevention; European University; Youth MovemeDavitiani» and others.

Public organizations called on the Georgian government to abandewtreon drugs and give
preference to harm reduction, health care, education and support, which should become the bas

for a balanced and human rigiusented drug policy.
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KYRGYZSTAN
Bishkek

On June 26, in Bishkekarcefeminists and the community of people who use drugs held a flash
mob calledLet's Change Drug Policy TogetherTheyexpressed their solidarityith the global
campaigrSupport. Do not punish

Each participant wrote what support means to him. In addition, activists and activists made poster
«Women are holding back the war against people who use.dBuggort and Solidarityin

English, Russian and Kyrgyz.
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UKRAINE

Kiev

Traditionally, June 26 in Ukraine was held under the slo§upgort. Do not punish This year,

for the seventh timélhe Alliance for Public Health has already supported the annual campaign
«<Support . Dfornhé humgnzation ffdrug policies and the decriminalization of drug
addicts!

On June 26, opposite the Administration of the President of Ukraine, a performance action
«Sleeping Beauty Ukrainian Drug Policy took place. The participants of the actiodrug
addicted people, public figures and human rights activists staged an impromptu performance ir
order to thus draw the attention of the Head of State, officials and society to the current repressiv
drug policies and the problems that hundreds afgaods of drug users in Ukraine face daily. On
this day, activists traditionally called on the authorities to decriminalize drug addicts, changing the
focus of the law enforcement system to counteracting the organized drug business, and nc
ordinary drug gers.

«Presidents are changing, governments and parliaments are changing, but, unfortunately
repressive drug policies in Ukraine are not changing, the result of which is the epidemic of HIV,
TV and hepatitis, the criminalization of ordinary drug usersrafjaghe backdrop of flourishing
organized drug crime and the dominance of new synthetic psychoactive substances under tt
«roof» of the corresponding law enforcement agencies along with the invasion of unregulated
«fake-rehabilitation servicesfor drugaddicted people! It seems that drug poliewent into
hibernatiom. That is why we, like thousands of people in hundreds of cities around the world,
came tocwake up her and reiterate this dagupport! DO NOT punisk - said Anton Basenko,
Chairman of tbe Board of«The All-Ukrainian Association of People with Drugddiction»
(«WOLNA»), who has many years of drug abuse experience and is an international expert on dru
policy.

«While the Ukrainian parliament almost reached a consensus on the legalizatzgomabis for
medical purposes, from January 1, 2020 criminal fines for illegal possession of drugs (even fol
their own use) should increase 30ties: from 1700 to 51 thousakbhH. It will negatively hit

350 000 drugaddicted people in Ukraine and th&amilies, significantly increase the level of
«drug corruptiom among law enforcement agencies, increase the risks of exacerbating the
epidemics of HIV infection and viral hepatitis C. More than 60% of those convicted of drug
possession for governmental applications are criminal penalties for being in the mosdciviliz

countries in general it is not considered a criminal offense. Ukraine is now the tmake up



and dramatically increase tkéhreshold size of drugs in order to bring them into line with the
best practices of the European Umipnsaid Pavlo Skal, expert in drug policy, director of policy

and partnership relations ©heAlliance for Public Health

For the possession of drugs without a sale target, even in scanty amounts (for personal use
Ukraine has a criminal penalty of imprisonment for ughi@e years (Art309 of the Criminal

Code of Ukraine). In the order of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine No. 188 of 08/014D60

the approval of tables of small, large and especially large sizes of narcotic drugs, psychotropi
substances and precursorsllicit traffic », an inadequately low minimum threshold for criminal
prosecution was established. It is much lower than in many European countries. The practice c
applying criminal law indicates a high level of criminalization of people who use dragsesult

of these repressive and inhumane standards is the fact that every year thousands of people w
drug addiction who receive criminal convictions appear in the dock, including imprisonment,
instead of adequate treatment and rehabilitation.

«As pat of the action, we, as a community of people with drug addiction, turned to the apparatus
of the newly elected president of Ukraine with the requirement to influence the adoption of laws
on decriminalization. As during past campaigns, we focus on ragabsgues related to lobbying

and humanizing repressive drug policies, changing regulatory documents to increase minimun
doses of surfactants and the Criminal Code of Ukraine, namely, Art. 309, including its complete
cancellatiom, - said Oleg Dymaretskyirector of «VOLNA ».

The organizers of the action we¢€he All-Ukrainian Association of People with Drug Addiction»
(«VOLNA ») with the participation and support ofie International Drug Policy Consortiuifhe
Alliance for Public Health«100% Life» - the PLHIV Network in partnership with the initiative
group OST «The star of your way»The All-Ukrainian Association of Womewith Drug
Addiction («VONA»), ENPUDand other nomgovernmental human rights organizations working

in the field of drug policy.




s"’rm — «(;"AH‘IA Iipo\\.\"nu
Dol L e )
puish. B - Vg JATHCKRA HAPKRQ




