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LARISA SOLOVYEVA:
VICTORY OF LAW
OVER LAWLESSNESS

Larisa Solovyova, member of the ENPUD secretariat and ideological
inspirer of BerLUN, jumps up and down. “You are great,” she screams,
lifting her fists into the air. She runs to the woman, hugs her, runs to the
second woman and also hugs her. Then she gives them flowers. It is hard
to believe that Larisa is 60 years old.
Joy is a worn word, but in this situation it is true. Larisa staggers with joy.
The fact is that two women, her lawyers Barbara Wessel and Inken Stern,
received an important document today: confirmation of Solovieva’s
political asylum.



LARISA SOLOVYEVA:
VICTORY OF LAW
OVER LAWLESSNESS

Already more than ten years, Larisa has defended the rights of people
who use drugs, especially women. She did this in a country where people
who use drugs are jailed for tiny amounts of substance. She did this in a
country in which people who use drugs are considered animals and
require isolation. She did this in a country where they wanted to send
Larisa Soloviev herself to prison, allegedly for selling drugs. According to
her, all this was organized by the police. Both Solovyova and her lawyers
are sure that the actions of the Russian state against her are in fact
based on the fact that she was engaged in human rights activities.
The fact that police officers plant drugs against opponents of the
existing regime in order to put them in jail and thereby silence them
sounds strange from a German point of view. But today it is a common
practice in Russia, because the arrest of people for political reasons is
difficult to justify at the international level. It’s easier to say that they are
in jail for drug offenses. An example is the case of journalist Ivan
Golunov, who was planted with drugs in June this year.
Solovyeva managed to escape to Berlin. That was three years ago. All
three years, Russia demanded that Germany deport her to Russia. From
this moment, Larisa Solovyova may remain in Germany. This means that
she is no longer in danger of being in a Russian prison.
Congratulations to Larisa Soloviev with this victory of law, justice and
human rights!



LITHUANIA:
YOUNG USERS OF
PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES

In Vilnius, Lithuania, the international organization Youth RISE, with
the support of the Young Wave organization (Jauna Banga), held a
meeting to mobilize young psychoactive substance users from the Baltic
countries and the Caucasus. The meeting brought 20 young people
from 6 countries: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Armenia, Azerbaijan and
Georgia.
The meeting was aimed at mobilizing young people who use drugs or
have been repressed in their countries due to drug use. The meeting
became an excellent platform for communication and exchange of
experience in the field of harm reduction and drug policy.



LITHUANIA:
YOUNG USERS OF
PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES

During the meeting, each organization and initiative group had the
opportunity to present their work and discuss the problems they face in
providing harm reduction services and promoting humane drug policy.
In addition, the meeting participants identified common values   and
principles of work and discussed future cooperation, as well as how to
support each other in different situations.
Then, almost all activists took part in a music festival, where an
international team gave information and advised on the use of
psychoactive substances, provided psychological assistance, did drug
checking, etc. An interactive discussion was also held during the festival
based on the game created during the meeting in Vilnius. Festival
participants took an active part in discussing various ways to reduce
harm, answered questions and talked about various forms of humane
drug policy.



KAZAKHSTAN:
IDUIT AS A TOOL ACTION

In Almaty, Kazakhstan, the
Community of people who
use drugs, with the
leading role of the
Kazakhstan Union of
People Living with HIV,
together with the team of
the Harm Reduction
Network of Kazakhstan
and the Association of the
Harm Reduction Network
of Kyrgyzstan, held a
regional training to build
the country capacity
needed to implement
comprehensive prevention
programs HIV treatment
and care for people who
use drugs based on the
IDUIT guidelines.

IDUIT - Implementing Comprehensive HIV
and HCV Programmes with People Who Inject
Drugs: Practical Guidance for Collaborative
Interventions.



KAZAKHSTAN:
IDUIT AS A TOOL ACTION

This tool contains practical recommendations for implementing HIV
prevention, care, and treatment programs based on evidence and
human rights for people who use psychoactive substances, with
significant participation from the community of people who use
psychoactive substances
The participants in the training in Almaty were: experts from
organizations led by the community of people who use drugs;
specialists of governmental, non-governmental and public
organizations of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, providing services to
people who inject drugs and people living with HIV.



RUSSIA:
SIGNAL S.O.S.

The HIV / AIDS Prevention and Control Coordinating Committee,
responsible for coordinating and implementing Global Fund grants in
Russia, called on the Global Fund to provide funds to civil society
organizations to support the fight against the HIV epidemic for the
next three years.
“One of the main goals of the Global Fund is to end the global HIV
epidemic, and if it wants to achieve this goal in the EECA region, it
cannot neglect the situation with the HIV epidemic in Russia and not
invest in the fight against it,” says Aydana Fedosik, Chairman
Coordination Committee for the Prevention and Control of HIV /
AIDS in Russia.



RUSSIA:
SIGNAL S.O.S.

Since Russia is not on the list of recipients of official development
assistance, in accordance with the policies of the Global Fund, it may be
eligible to receive funds only to support HIV efforts by non-
governmental organizations or civil society organizations. In addition,
obtaining funds is possible only if the country has obvious barriers to
providing state support for the necessary response to the epidemic
among key populations, in accordance with the epidemiological
situation in the country.
Eastern Europe and Central Asia are the only region in the world where
the HIV epidemic continues to grow, and Russia is seen as the “driving
force” of this regional growth. Today, 70% of people living with HIV in
the region live in Russia. 1,326,239 cases of HIV infection are registered
here, and treatment coverage is about 42%.
At the same time, the Russian government, in fact, replaces public
health approaches with repression and criminalization, creating an
atmosphere of intolerance and discrimination against key groups.
Inadequate access to sterile injecting equipment and the lack of opioid
substitution therapy hinder the country's efforts to prevent HIV among
people who use drugs.
At the end of this year, based on the replenishment results, the Global
Fund will decide on which countries and to what extent will be eligible
for funds to fight HIV, tuberculosis and malaria for the next 3-year
period.



UKRAINE:
GIRL POWER

In Kiev, Ukraine, the First National Forum of women living with drug
addiction was held, which brought together participants from all regions
of Ukraine. The purpose of the meeting is to collect facts of
discrimination of human rights, to establish mutual understanding with
doctors, police, human rights defenders, outline the tasks for
partnership and reiterate.
“This is an extremely important event for every addicted woman, at
which we discussed the achievements, problems and features of each of
the regions of the country. As part of the panel discussions, we
discussed the stigma and discrimination of women living with drug
addiction, the interaction of cross-groups in the context of protecting
our rights, sex workers, trans people. In addition, they talked about the
interaction of our community with external professional communities:
the police, the bar, public advisers and so on. We also discussed women's
health issues in the context of vertical transmission of HIV infection,
sexual and reproductive health, combating domestic and gender-based
violence, etc.,” - the coordinator of the All-Ukrainian Association of
women with drug addiction (“VONA”) and the regional representative of
the All-Ukrainian associations of people with drug addiction (“VOLNA”)
in Poltava Yanina Stemkovskaya.



UKRAINE:
GIRL POWER

The Forum was also attended by activists from other key communities, as
well as guests of the event - doctors of OST sites, psychologists and other
partners.
“We are alive, we are people, and we have the right to apply for a change in
approaches and services, which should be based on respect, tolerance,
responsibility. Our priorities: human rights, services and access to them,
queues for the program and closing of OST sites, development of harm
reduction programs and other services, amending the articles of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine and family law, strengthening the expertise of
people living with drug addiction, mobilizing the community. This allows
us to say once again: Nothing for us without us!” - said Oleg Dymaretsky,
director of the All-Ukrainian Association of People with Drug Addiction
(“VOLNA”).



GEORGIA:
CONTINUED DRUG POLICY
REFORM

A meeting of the parliamentary
Health Committee was held in
Tbilisi, Georgia, at which
GeNPUD and a group of
patients with substitution
therapy presented a petition
addressed to the country's
prime minister. The petition
was presented by Konstantin
Labartkava, executive director
of the organization.

The petition contains the following requirements:
1. To resume consideration of the bill initiated by the National Platform for
Drug Policy in Parliament in order to complete this process and adopt a
balanced drug policy.
2. To expand the state program of substitution therapy with
buprenorphine and ensure a wider geographical coverage of the programs.
3. To simplify the practice of prescribing narcotic drugs exactly as the
western standard works.
4. To substantiate the position of the prohibition of driving cars to patients
with substitution therapy who take a stable dose as prescribed by the
doctor and do not experience euphoria.



GEORGIA:
CONTINUED DRUG POLICY
REFORM

The petition was unanimously approved by members of parliament.

Akaki Zoidze, Chairman of the Committee on Health, ordered to

continue discussions on the draft law on changing drug policies in the

committee and bring the process to hearings and voting in

parliament. With regard to issues related to the work of substitution

therapy programs, the Committee also supported the need for their

early resolution.

“The petition, supported by the signatures of 4,000 patients and their

families, allowed us to resume the process of drug policy reform,

which was suspended for almost three years. We hope that this

decision, unanimously adopted by the Health Committee, will mark

the start of the country's adoption of a balanced, human rights-based

drug policy. We hope that public opinion on this rather painful issue

will reach a general consensus, and that the interests of all parties

will be taken into account, and drug policy as a tool of punishment

will remain in the past,” - said Koka Labartkava.



ENPUD STATEMENT:
HIV2020

The Eurasian Network of People Who Use Drugs (ENPUD) supports the
HIV2020 conference in Mexico City, which will be held July 5-7, 2020. 
ENPUD is in solidarity with the position of the International Network of
People Who Use Drugs (INPUD) and the Global Network of People
Living with HIV (GNP+) regarding the holding of an alternative HIV2020
conference in Mexico City and expresses its full support to the
organizers of this event. 
The next 2020 International AIDS Conference is due July 6-10, 2020 in
San Francisco and Oakland, USA. Despite recommendations from global
networks of various communities, the International AIDS Society (IAS)
has chosen the United States as the venue for the next International
AIDS Conference in 2020.



ENPUD STATEMENT:
HIV2020

However, restrictions on travel to the United States affecting people who
use drugs, sex workers and ex-prisoners are a significant barrier to many
people from the Eastern European and Central Asia (EECA) region.
Restrictions allow the United States to legally justify the denial of visas to
representatives of these key populations. This means that many people
who use drugs, as well as other criminalized and marginalized
communities, will essentially be barred from attending the AIDS 2020
conference in San Francisco and Oakland.
 Thus, the IAS decision to host the AIDS Conference in the United States
demonstrates disregard for our values, which include a clear focus on
human rights and the participation of key populations in all activities
related to their health and life. In addition, this speaks of ignoring the
community voice and further marginalization and exclusion of already
marginalized and discriminated groups from the general work.
  Our position is that the community of people who use drugs should be
involved in activities and decisions related to their health and life. The
AIDS Conference is an important global forum that should provide people
who use drugs with a safe place to express their position on the most
important issues.
The IAS decision to host its next conference in the country, which
discriminates against key populations and marginalized communities,
makes ENPUD an obvious choice in favor of the HIV2020 Conference in
Mexico City.



ENPUD STATEMENT:
HIV2020

HIV2020 in Mexico will provide a safe alternative to people who are unable
or unwilling to enter the United States at the AIDS Conference. This will
provide an opportunity to reaffirm the leading role that communities play
in the global response to HIV. HIV2020 is a critical necessity - it is a call
for change. Led by people living with HIV, people who use drugs, sex
workers, gays and bisexual men, and transgender people and our allies, the
HIV2020 will run parallel to the first half of the 2020 International AIDS
Conference in USA.
The Mexico conference will focus on equity, parity and inclusion,
reflecting the changing paradigm of the HIV response around the world.
The event will focus on presentations and debates that are important to
showcase the work and research conducted by people living with HIV. This
will guarantee that our voice will be heard all over the world, including San
Francisco and Oakland.
We emphasize that we do not urge our members to boycott AIDS 2020. We
support those who will be present in the United States, advocating for
human rights, respect, support, etc. However, ENPUD will not participate
in AIDS 2020 either as an organizer or as a partner of this event. We will
focus our efforts so that people who use drugs, sex workers, gays and
bisexuals, and transgender people from all over the world can take part in
the alternative HIV2020 event in Mexico City.
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The digest was prepared by: Koka Labartkava (Georgia), Valentina
Mankieva (Kazakhstan), Yanina Stemkovskaya (Ukraine), Aidana Fedosik
(Russia), Rūta Staniulytė (Lithuania). Material about Larisa Solovieva
taken on the site https://www.vice.com
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Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ENPUD
 
The digest was prepared by: Alexander Levin, information manager of
ENPUD (sasha.levin75@gmail.com)


